


EPA Region 6 Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) Caucus
July 11, 2018
Albuquerque, NM

I. Opening by Chairman John Barrett
a. Meeting called to order at 8:45 am
b. Invocation by Co-Chair John A. Barrett, Citizen Potawatomi Nation
II.  Roll Call and Declaration of Quorum
a. Roll call by Pueblo of San Felipe, Secretary.  Quorum declared with 16 out of 17 RTOC member tribes present, Kiowa Tribe and Wyandotte Nation by telephone. 
III. Welcome and Introductions.  
a. Opening remarks by Co-Chair Anne Idsal, EPA Region 6 Administrator.  Introductions around the room.  64 people signed in 
IV. Approval of Agenda 
a. Motion to approve by Ft. Sill Apache Nation; Second by Caddo Nation
V. Approval of Minutes from RTOC meeting held April 11, 2018
a. Motion by Pueblo of Tesuque, Second by San Felipe
VI. Tribal Leader Comments / Concerns, Open Discussion 
a. Chairman Barrett:  Political maneuvers around the North Canadian River, at the last minute shut out the tribes in Oklahoma.  
b. Governor Rick Vigil, Pueblo of Tesuque:  Glad to see several agencies here today:  IHS, DOI, USDA.  Water rights, water quality standards and educating our neighbors is needed to protect surface and ground water.  
c. Councilman Sandoval, Pueblo of San Felipe:  WOTUS changes are concerning to the Pueblo and is questioning EPA’s role in BLM oil and gas lease sales.
d. Chairman Jeff Haozous, Fort Sill Apache Tribe:  some of Ft. Sill’s main concerns are TAS for grant program 319 and monitoring PM 2.5.  Looking for certainty of funding.  Difficult to work and build capacity and then see funding lowered.  
e. Caddo Nation: wants to thank EPA Region 6 and Arturo Blanco for visiting Caddo Nation
f. [bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Barrett asked how many tribes present had TAS, described a geothermal pond to cool economic and tribal buildings and re-use greywater.  They are unable to receive TAS for WQ Standards due to the Midnight Rider, and are seeking federal assistance to override this action.  
g. Anne Idsal, Regional Administrator:  looks forward to working with the tribes to facilitate, work to clear up confusion that may have existed, where we can find a path forward we seek those opportunities

BREAK

VII. New Business
a. Water Infrastructure Resources – State and Federal Agencies Panel
Randy Gee – Put together the panel to discuss Drinking water, wastewater systems funding do’s and don’t’s.  
Panel Participants:
EPA, Claudia Hart:  Tribes are eligible for loans for DW, CW, EPA provides up to 49% of $5M loans
IHS, Chris Bradley:  serves native owned and occupied homes
USDA, Thelma Debarmet:  funding is available. Tribal entities, housing authority can apply.  Engineering and Environmental reports are many times bumps in the road.  Want to see active projects and only 1 year old documents.
HUD, Bernadette Macail
NMED, Kathryn Becker Tribal Liaison NMED can provide technical assistance on TIF projects

Pojoaque Pueblo asked about wastewater system – looking to install.  Just received preliminary engineering report.  Tesuque Pueblo commended the good collaboration from this panel

b.  Update on the University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center for Native American Environmental Health Equity Research and the tribal Superfund Research Center.  Dr. Johnnye Lewis.  
Powerful presentation on health effects on Native America due to ongoing exposures to toxins from mining and other extractive processes.  Antinuclear Antibodies (ANA’s) are markers for autoimmune disorders.  Baseline American populations have 13% nationally.  Levels are at 48% in Native Americans, leading to adverse health effects.  Zinc deficiencies are noted.

LUNCH

c. Presentation – Tribal Youth Summer Environmental Camp Students.  Xavier Tenorio, Pueblo of Santo Domingo.  Illustrated the importance of youth programs and the positive aspects of the summer camp to create positive impacts for youth.  
d. Study on the Management of Wastewater from Oil and Gas Extraction- EPA Office of Water / Office of Science and Technology.  National Guidelines for Refineries, Construction Development, Oil and Gas Industry.  Two Regulatory Categories, Oil and gas regulation – zero discharge for onshore oil and gas production – underground injection wells.  West of the 98th Meridian (central Texas) produced water can be used for Agriculture or Wildlife.  Pretreatment from shale type formations.   
EPA was “asked” to look at regulations, and to treat and release produced waters to WOTUS
Jicarilla Apache Nation requesting federal guidelines for produced water.  Jicarilla is drafting their own guidelines.  NM is normally dry but now in ongoing drought.  Groundwater is relied on.  State has authority over groundwater.  Want to see treated produced waters for additional uses.  What level of clean do we want that produced water?  
This will be finished up by October.
Concerns:  BTX, salts, several pollutants in water
e.  Division Reports
Management:  No work on 2019 or 2020 budget yet.  Do drawdowns!
Governor Vigil:  Is there tribal input in the appropriation process.  Yes, through the NTOC in the middle of the budgetary process.
Water Division:  WOTUS definition change moving forward.  EPA sent a proposed step 2 rule to OMB for review. Has not been seen yet.  
Superfund:  Record keeping training will be held.  Laguna Pueblo stated they are thankful for the cooperative agreement 2 years in the making.  Thanked Quapaw Tribe for their mentorship.  Ms. Idsal will tour the Jackpile mine tomorrow.  
Enforcement:  Still waiting for draft EIS to be disseminated, scoping comments on the BLM Farmington Field Office Oil and Gas Lease sale
San Felipe spoke on concerns regarding WOTUS, Health of Native Americans, Oil and Gas, Produced Waters, and EPAs current role in supporting extractive industry and reducing protections for health
Water Division:  Enforcement of sanitary surveys conducted every 3 years.  Three tribal systems have significant deficiencies that must be addressed before going to enforcement.  
OEJTIA EJ forum in June.  GAP Guidance ongoing discussion, excited to make all the visits with Regional Administrator.

VIII. Old Business/Updates
a.  GAP Guidance Evaluation.  Please make comments.  
IX. Other Business
a.  November 27&28 RTOC and Caucus meetings 
b. Trainings:  Cherokee Nation – Tribal Children’s Health  Symposium October 16-18 Hard Rock Tulsa
X. Review of Action Items
XI. Closing Remarks
a.  Taos Pueblo announced Clean Air Act permit training will be held at the end of August, Tribal Land Forum in August
b. Fall Winter RTOC will be held in Oklahoma November 27&28
c. Closing Remarks:  
i. Anne Idsal:  Thank you to all Pueblo and Tribal Leaders, and to our federal and state partners for attending.
ii. Citizen Potawatomi Nation made closing remarks regarding ETEPS, Priority and Budget needs assessments.  
XII. Adjournment – Chairman John A. Barrett
a.  Motion to close the meeting by Caddo Nation, Second by Cherokee Nation
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