EPA Region 6 Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) Caucus
April 10, 2018 Meeting Notes
Dallas, TX  Westin Dallas Park Central Hotel

I. Opening by Chairman John Barrett
a. Meeting called to order and Invocation by Chairman John Barrett, Co-Chair Citizen Potawatomi Nation
II.  Roll Call and Declaration of Quorum
a. Roll call by Pueblo of San Felipe, Secretary.  Quorum declared with 15 out of 17 RTOC member tribes present.  
III. Welcome and Introductions.  
a.  Tribal Leaders present include:  Chairman Jeff Haozous, Ft. Sill Apache Nation,  Governor Rick Vigil, Tesuque Pueblo, 2nd Lt. Governor Marvin Trujillo Jr., Pueblo of Laguna, Councilman Bernard Abeyta, Village of Laguna, 1st Lt. Governor Raymond Concho, Pueblo of Acoma, Governor Anthony Ortiz, Pueblo of San Felipe Councilman Michael T. Sandoval Pueblo of San Felipe 
b. Introductions around the room 81 people signed in.  
c. Chairman Barrett opened the meeting and welcomed the Tribal Leaders and Caucus 
IV. Approval of Agenda 
a. Motion to approve by Caddo Nation; Second by Ft. Sill Apache Nation
V. Approval of Minutes from RTOC Tribal Caucus meeting held November 29, 2017 Catoosa, OK
a. With a change to the minutes to reflect that Governor Schildt was the Governor for the Pueblo of Zia at the time of the November 2017 RTOC meeting.  Motion to approve minutes by Santa Clara; second by Santo Domingo
VI. Progress Reports
a. National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) Report
Tim Kent, Quapaw Tribe gave report.  
Priority has been work on Volkswagen settlement NTAA has developed a comments template at http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/ntaa/.  Three listening session to be held by EPA – see website.  2018 Tribal Forum on Air Quality May 14-18 Carlton MN    Please contact Craig Kreiman, NTAA Rep at:  ckreiman@quapawtribe.com or 918-238-3097 for more information.  NTAA Alternate is Jeremy Fincher Sac and Fox Nation.  
b. Tribal Environmental Coalition of Oklahoma (TECO) Report
Kathy Welch, Wyandotte Nation gave report
January meeting had no Quorum; March had a full house, Jeremy Fincher gave NESHAP update.  NRCS gave EQIP information, Ira Height from AIEO EJITA talked about ETEPS, consortia documentation due June 1st, NTOC update – Solid waste activities will be funded via GAP indefinitely.  
Caddo National asked of Operations and Maintenance (O&M) is funded.  Mark Allen replied that O&M is included as well as implementation.  
c. Inter-Tribal Resources Advisory Committee (IRAC) report
Margaret Chavez, Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council (ENIPC) Office of Environmental Technical Assistance (OETA) gave report



IRAC meeting held Jan 11, 2018 at Zuni Pueblo.  Shawn Howard called in to discuss the budget matrix. Amity Furr, Environmental Specialist, ENIPC-OETA, provided an update for Cynthia Naha on the digital storytelling project.  Tammy Parker, Zuni Environmental gave a presentation on Zuni projects and a tour of the transfer station.  Zia Pueblo hosted the next IRAC meeting, Deborah Anyaibe gave presentation.  NMSU Master Gardener Program presented.  RTOC and NTOC updates were given.
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d.  Texas and Louisiana Tribes Report:  
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas reported on sediment issues, flooding and rain. Through an Air Toxic Grant they are monitoring for VOCs and high levels of other toxins in the air.  
e. Tribal Governance Group (TGG) / E-Enterprise Leadership Council (EELC) Update
Rick DuBois, Seneca Cayuga Nation gave report.  
Fall 2017 meeting in WY.  Workgroups discussing permitting process and requirements for grants management and QAPPs
National Tribal Water Council:  membership through application process.  NTWC have face to face meetings twice a year in DC and in Indian Country.  Tribal Response kits are put together to assist tribes to comment on EPA proposals
f. Tribal Waste and Response Steering Committee Update:
Cynthia Naha, Pueblo of Santo Domingo gave the report.  
TWRAP accepting applications through May 25th of this year.   2018 Tribal Lands Forum Aug 13-16, in Spokane, WA.  500 participants last year. The Full Circle e-newsletter is available to get the word out.  https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/waste/waste_newsletters 
2nd Lt. Governor Marvin Trujillo Jr. Pueblo of Laguna asked if Superfund was a priority and that EPA needs to be more cognizant of the needs and providing funding support.  Ms. Naha stated the Superfund Working Group meeting will be in Albuquerque in 2 weeks.  
g.  National Tribal Science Council 
Reducing childhood lead exposure curriculum is almost complete.  Next meeting is in Cincinnati.  
h.  National Tribal Operations Committee (NTOC) Update
Dino Chavarria, Santa Clara Pueblo, gave update.  NTOC is working on GAP Guidance Document from HQ level.  Important for tribes to compile data and have a written comment.  Next meeting April 24-26 in Phoenix, AZ.  Region 9 subcommittee working on GAP and consortia issues.  Dino mentioned that tomorrow during Superfund division reports will be a good time for leadership to bring issues to EPA’s attention.  2nd Lt. Governor Trujillo, Pueblo of Laguna spoke regarding proposed budget cuts to EPA and that Laguna recently collected 15,200 pounds of recyclable materials.  
Mark Allen stated that GAP funding can be used to apply for other funding in Region 6 as of now.  
Break
VII. New Business 
a. Tribal Partnership Group (TPG) Representatives
Tim Kent and Jeremy Fincher – NTAA, E-Enterprise Micco Emarthla, Tribal Science Council – Micco Emarthla and Rebecca Bond Alternate; Tribal Waste 6-7 person committee by application through ITEP
b.  FY 19 Budget Matrix Results and Presentation by Robin Potter Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Last year 17 tribes participated, 30 this year – 42% completion rate.  25% of LA tribes; 52% of NM tribes, 42% of OK and 0% of TX tribes participated.
Priorities:
#1 Protecting water $5.184 M - wastewater
#2 GAP		       $4.153 M
Superfund – Quapaw $10M
Comments:  Caddo Nation stated workshop was helpful
Ft. Sill Apache is not on the list Chairman Haozous asked his staff Jennifer Heminokeky to state the priorities for Ft. Sill at this time they are:  Air Quality, Water Quality, GAP, and Recyclables.  
Santo Domingo liked the list of all grants available.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sandia and Quapaw request feedback on what EPA’s response is when NTOC takes the Matrix to EPA.  
Governor Vigil, Pueblo of Tesuque stated water is a priority.  Funding is necessary and trust responsibility cannot be forgotten when guidance becomes the regulation.  Santa Clara stated it is important to supply these numbers – EPA will latch on to anything that is not there.  Recommendation to send budgets to Regional Administrator and Delegation per the Government to Government relationship.  
Councilman Abeyta for Laguna stated they do their best to education EPA and US Government about our issues, but we seem to be overlooked at times.  Need more time to express the needs of our people and the way we take care of the earth.  We don’t take these responsibilities and funding lightly.  The integrity of our work requires more funding that we are given.  We are not wealthy people, only wealthy in our culture.  
1st Lt. Governor Concho, Pueblo of Acoma stated Acoma is rebuilding their Environmental program.  Recognized ENIPC OETA for their assistance.  Seepage from legacy uranium mine could enter Acoma.  Water is of upmost priority.  Rio San Jose was flowing at 12 cfs, now 3cfs – used for irrigation.  Drought and forest fires are an issue.  Encouraged staff to be passionate about our work.  
Governor Anthony Ortiz, Pueblo of San Felipe stated tribes are negatively impacted with funding cuts, which leaves us unable to take care of everything that is dear to us.  Many years ago when our ancestors were living here there was no trash, we were living from what the ground provided.  If we had the funding required we could manage and take care of what is needed.  We hope you will pass along this information when it is your time.  These negative impacts to water, land, and culture interfere with what we depend on for farming, and our livelihoods.  We need to continue to voice and advocate for all tribes.  
LUNCH
VIII. Old Business/Updates
a. WOTUS in-person D.C. meeting.  Report provided by Sandia Pueblo, Kickapoo Tribe of OK and San Felipe Pueblo.  Pueblo of Sandia, Scott Bulgrin stated there seemed to be a disconnect between EPA staff and leadership.  Deputy Administrator was in and out.  EPA didn’t seem to recognize tribal authority.  16 tribes have requested consultation 10 held through telephone.  The 2015 Rule was based on science, connectivity documents.  The definition they come up with for Waters of the US will likely be litigated, will have a significant impact for tribes with and without standards.  NPDES group came and talked to tribal group - 20-30% of currently permitted discharges will be non-regulated under proposed definition.  Kickapoo Tribe:  Stated purpose for tribal representation was to weigh in as tribes and co-regulators.  But it seemed the purpose was really to try and obtain a blessing, which was unsuccessful.  21 tribal representatives there were unanimous and firm in not supporting reduction in defined waters of the US including ephemeral and intermittent streams.  Comments are due May 21, 2018.  
b. GAP Consortia Documentation.  Ira Height and Randy Gee gave report.  
62 of 66 grantees have come in for GAP Funding.  $115,000 will be funding level.  Solid waste collection, salary, O&M are all ok under GAP.  PPGs provide flexibility.  
Consortia documentation is needed for tribes to support their consortia.  Letters needed by June 1st.  
c. GAP Guidance Evaluation.  Motion was made by Caddo Nation to Create the GAP Guidance Evaluation Working group to look at GAP Guidance and Policy related to GAP and its implementation.   2nd by Wyandotte Nation.  Passed by acclimation.  Working group:  Nancy John and Cherokee Nation, Ft. Sill Apache Nation, Miami Nation, Yvette Wiley, ENIPC, Santo Domingo, Pueblo of Pojoaque.  
d. Transition Document presented by Pueblo of San Felipe.  Document created as a team effort to present to the new Regional Administrator Anne Idsal at tomorrow’s RTOC meeting.  R6 GAP Budget funding from 2008-2017 was presented:
2008      $6.8M
2009	6.9M
2010	7.3M
2011	7.9M
2012	7.7M
2013	7.3 M
2014	7.4M
2015	7.5M
2016	7.5M
2017	7.3M
e.  State of OK Request for delegation of NESHAPs.  Pending EPA receipt of the revised document from state of OK.  The push to enact the SAFETY Act was initiated by EPA HQ – state was going to remove that note.  We need to stay vigilant.  Randy Gee state OK state has put NESHAP request on hold.  Caddo Nation has more information if needed.     
IX. Review of Action Items/Old Business and Updates
a. Next QAPP training in June.  New QA Officer.  Rebecca Bond, Kickapoo Tribe has information for OK tribes on the ATTAINS pilot project.   At meeting between tribes and state, the state expressed willingness for tribal data to be used to make decision.  
b. ITEC will hold NSR Title V permitting training in August
X. Other business
a.  Meeting closing at 4pm
b. Motion by Caddo Nation, Second by Pueblo of Santo Domingo
c. Closing prayer by Governor Ortiz

